




Kalakshetra Foundation
Annual Report 2012-13

Founded in 1936 by the legendary cultural ambassador Smt Rukmini Devi Arundale, Kalakshetra 
Foundation was declared as an institution of national importance by an Act of Parliament in 1993. 
�e pioneering vision of Smt. Rukmini Devi’s philosophical bedrock of ‘art without vulgarity, 
beauty without cruelty and education without fear’ inspires Kalakshetra.
As the leading institution for teaching Bharatanatyam and Carnatic Music in the country, 
Kalakshetra creates a cultural ambience which nurtures the various units under it, which include 
the Rukmini Devi College of Fine Arts which is devoted to Bharatanatyam, Carnatic Music and the 
visual arts, two high schools, a centre for weaving and natural dyeing and printing,  two libraries that 
address the knowledge based needs of students and scholars alike on the arts and allied subjects; and 
a hostel for school and college students.

Between April 2012 and March 2013, Kalakshetra Foundation has been involved in a range of 
activities in consonance with its vision to promote India’s ancient culture and set a standard of true 
Art. Towards this, it has focused on festivals, workshops, lectures, enhancement of its repertoire, 
performances, �eld trips and research and documentation projects as well as hosted several high 
pro�le visitors to its campus.
�is report places on record the various e�orts undertaken by the institution during this period. 
It consists of the following sections:

• Promotion of art and education through the Rukmini Devi  College of Fine Arts
• Festivals, Performances and events
• Research and Documentation E�orts
• Promotion of traditional crafts through the Craft Education and Research Centre 
• Schools managed by Kalakshetra.
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April 2012 to March 2013 1.2  Talk by Gowri Ramnarayan 
Noted playwright, dramatist and journalist, Dr Gowri 
Ramnarayan, addressed the students on her personal 
experiences with Smt Rukmini Devi on the occassion-
of her birth anniversary. Dr Ramnarayan’s association 
with Kalakshetra spans decades and she had a personal 
relationship with many of the stalwarts of the institu-
tion. Her talk spanned Smt Rukmini Devi’s sense of 
aesthetic, the many signi�cant roles she played and 
how they all blend into the composite which de�nes 
Kalakshetra’s value system.

1.3  Kerala Mural Painting workshop
A week-long mural painting workshop under the 
guidance of noted mural painter Shri Ajithan Puthu-
mana was organised at the Kalakshetra Foundation. 
�e workshop included training on various aspects of 
the creative process as well as work on creating the 
colours and working with the materials required to 
create these.

1.4  Workshop on Tara Dhatu
A workshop was held by Smt Prema Dasara, founder 
of Tara Dhatu, who is the creator of the Mandala 
dance of the 21 praises of Tara, one of the key divini-
ties in Tibetan Buddhism. �e Mandala dance, which 
is a group ritual based on the profound mind traning 
practice of Tibetan Buddhism, exposed the students to 
a unique blend of Eastern wisdom and western expres-
sion.

1.5  Annual Convocation at 
Kalakshetra
On January 23, 2013, Kalakshetra Foundation 
celebrated its annual convocation on its campus. 

Governing Board meetings held on:
10th April 2012
11th March 2012
14th December 2012

G,B. Members
• Sri Gopalkrishna Gandhi – Chairman
• Ms.Sangita Gairola I.A.S., Secretary, MOC.
• Sri P.K.Jha I.A.S., Addl.Secy & F.A.
• Sri Karunakaer K Menon 
   I.R.A.S.Director-in-charge 
• Sri Rameshram Misra I.A.S., 
   Principal Secretary, T.N.Govt.
• Sri Abhijit Sengupta I.A.S. (Retd.)
• Dr.R.V.Vaidyanatha Ayyar  I.A.S. (Retd.)
• Ms.Preetha Reddy
• Ms.Arundhati Nag
• Sri Sriram Panchu
• Sri Ravindra Gundu Rao
• Prof.C.V.Chandrasekhar
• Vidvan T.M.Krishna
• Ms.Kumudini Lakhia
• Kavingar �iru Ilaya Bharathi
• Dr.Ambika Kameshwar

Finance Committee Meetings held on:
27th July 2012
30th November 2012

Finance Committee members:
• Sri P.K.Jha I.A.S., Addl.Secy & F.A.
• Ms.Mahalakshmi Ramakrishnan, 
  Dy.Sec. (Finance)
• Sri Karunakaer K Menon 
  I.R.A.S. – Director-in-charge 
• Sri K.Muthu, Dy.Secretary (Finance) T.N.Govt.

�e event saw the award of Diplomas and Post 
Diplomas in Bharatanatyam, Carnatic Music 
and the Visual Arts to forty one students by 
the legendary Carnatic musician Dr M Bala-
muralikrishna. �e event commenced with a 
rendering of prayers by the students and 
faculty of Kalakshetra. Dr. Balamuralikrishna 
recalled how he had once performed at the 
very venue in front of Smt Rukmini Devi 
Arundale, the founder of Kalakshetra, who 
had requested him to sing a selection of songs 
that she wished to hear. He recalled the 
contributions of iconic musicians and gurus 
who had taught at the institution including 
Mysore Vasudevacharyar and Tiger Varad-
achariar and shared how he had himself 
expressed a wish to Smt Rukmini Devi to 
teach at the institution. �is was followed by 
the distribution of certi�cates and concluded 
with a performance of music and dance by the 
new graduates from the institution. 

1.6  ‘Run for Life’ organised for 
the sta� and students of 
Kalakshetra
In association with Sparc Institute, an aware-
ness programme called ‘Run for Life’ was 
organised which included a 5 killometre run 
on its campus. �e event highlighted the 
importance and the bene�ts of running to the 
sta� and students of Kalakshetra. �e event 
was preceded and succeded by stretching 
sessions to ensure no damage was sustained 
during running. 

3

�e prestigious Rukmini Devi College of Fine Arts 
(RDCFA) is the �agship institution within the Foun-
dation and has long been considered the pinnacle of 
cultural education and artistic achievement in Carnat-
ic Music and Bharatanatyam.
 �e current strength of students enrolled in 
various full-time courses at Kalakshetra is 179.  As 
part of its commitment to support able and talented 
students, the Foundation awarded scholarships to 03 
students to the tune of Rs.5.27 lakh. �e Foundation 
has also kept up its ongoing commitment to students 
from the North East of India through speci�c scholar-
ships devoted to the North East, and disbursed schol-
arships worth Rs 2.03 lakh in the year 2012-13.
 As every year, the usual bevy of �eld trips, 
guest lectures and dissertation work served to support 
and enhance the rigorous classroom training. As an 
educational institution Kalakshetra is committed to 
exploring opportunities to expand its knowledge-base 
and its repertoire. During this year, several such 
opportunities were organised which included a diversi-
ty of workshops and lectures, enriching the depth and 
breadth of the curriculum.

1.1  Talk by Swapnasundari
Noted danseunce and scholar Smt Swapnasundari 
addressed the sta� and students of Kalkshetra at 
a lively and interactive session. �e session covered 
various aspects of her training and performing career. 
A stream of questions from the students and sta� 
ranging from aspects of abhinaya to interpretation of 
lyrics resulted in a valuable session for all.

1. Promotion of art and 
education through Rukmini 
Devi College of Fine Arts
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1.10 Inauguration of lecture series 
at Kalakshetra
On August 16, 2012, Kalakshetra organised a lecture 
by Prof Lakshmi Subramanian, Head of Department, 
History, at the Centre for Studies in Social Sciences, 
Kolkata, on ‘Writing the History of Music and 
Performances in South India’. �e talk, which was 
attended by students, scholars and music lovers, was 
immense in its scholarship and was of great value to 
everyone. �e lecture is the �rst in a series which is 
intended to span art, education and allied subjects.

1.11 Second K. Sankara Menon Memo-
rial Lecture held at Kalakshetra
On October 10, 2012, Kalakshetra Foundation 
invited the noted social and political activist Smt 
Aruna Roy to deliver the Second K. Sankara Menon 
Memorial Lecture.  Smt Roy, an alumna of Besant 
�eosophical High School under Kalakshetra deliv-
ered a stirring speech on ‘When All the World’s a 
Stage’. Speaking at the lecture, Smt Aruna Roy 
focused on the need to engage meaningfully with the 
political process to bring about lasting change in the 
system. Punctuated with appropriate anecdotes and 
telling videos, the lecture drew parallels between 
Shakespeare’s analogy of everyone being an actor 
playing a multiplicity of roles, with the roles we all 
essay in life, highlighting the need to factor in the 
larger social role that we all have the responsibility to 
discharge sincerely. Her stirring and hope-infused 
lecture was introduced and summarised by noted actor 
and theatre personality Sri Dhritiman Chaterji.

1.7  Performances by the �nal 
year students of the Diploma and 
Post Diploma courses
Over March 26,27,28, and 30 2013, the 
�nal year students of both the Diploma and 
the Post Diploma courses performed a series 
of kutcheris at the Rukmini Arangam in 
Kalaksheta. �ese performances were 
attended by the sta� 
and students of Kalakshetra as well as by 
well-wshers of the students, and art lovers 
among the general public. 

1.8  Sta� training programmes 
with Smt Uma Rao.
Commencing on March 29, 2013 Kalak-
shetra organised a training session for its 
sta� with Smt Uma Rao, retired faculty 
member of dance form kalakshetra. An 
outstanding performer with the Kalakshetra 
Repertory and an expert on music, Smt Rao 
taught a padam form Kalakshetra’s tradi-
tional repertoire and also a javali which she 
had choreographed, during her week-long 
residency at Kalakshetra.

1.9  Visit of Hon’ble Chief Min-
ister of Odisha
In early May 2012, Kalakshetra hosted a 
visit from the Hon’ble Chief Minister of 
Odisha Shri Navin Patnaik, A performance 
by Kalakshetra students and alumni was 
presented.

Prof Lakshmi Subramanian speaking on 'Writing 
the History of Music and Performances in South 
India’ at Kalakshetra

Smt Aruna Roy delivering the Second K. Sankara 
Menon Memorial Lecture

Senior members of the faculty performing a composition from Kalakshetra’s Pandanallur margam

�e second K. Sankara Menon Memorial Lecture was 
organised in honour of Sri Sankara Menon, philoso-
pher and former director, Kalakshetra Foundation, 
whose inspirational presence is forever intertwined 
with the ethos of the institution. A scholar of excep-
tional depth and range, his erudition extended to, but 
was not limited to art, music, literature, religion, 
philosophy, morality and politics.

�e lecture was followed by a performance of 
Kalakshetra’s Pandanallur margam presented by the 
senior faculty of the institution. �e compositions 
performed were all handed over to Kalakshetra by the 
early nattuvanars of Pandanallur including the 
renowned Pandanallur Sri Meenakshi Sundaram Pillai, 
who had taught Smt Rukmini Devi Arundale, the 
institution’s founder. �e performance featured a 
navaratnamalika varnam recently choreographed by 
the senior faculty after it was handed over to them by 
Pandanallur Sri Swaminatha Pillai, the noted eighty six 
year-old naatuvanar, who was also present to witness 
the performance.
�e signi�cance of these two events being held togeth-
er was that September 22 was the birth anniversary of 
both Sri Sankara Menon and Pandanallur Sri Meenak-
shi Sundaram Pillai.
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1.12 Sri Narayan Desai’s visit to 
Kalakshetra
On September 8, 2012, Kalakshetra, in 
association with Aseema Trust, presented a 
talk on “Mahatma Gandhi and the Arts” by 
Sri Narayan Desai, former associate of 
Gandhiji, Chancellor of Gujarat Vidyapith 
(established by Gandhiji), Ahmedabad, and 
exponent of Gandhi Katha.  His captivating 
talk was well-received and was preceded by a 
Tamil villuppattu presentation by Sri Subbu 
Arumugam, the doyen of this folk art form.           

1.13  Visit to Kalakshetra by Sri 
Pramod Kumar Jain, Joint Secre-
tary, Ministry of Culture
On September 4, 2012, Sri Pramod Kumar 
Jain, Joint Secretary, Ministry of Culture, 
undertook a visit to Kalakshetra. After a 
detailed brie�ng by Sri Karunaker K. 
Menon, Director i/c, on the activities of all 

the units of Kalakshetra Foundation, he met with a 
few of the sta� members before being taken on a 
tour of the campus. He also visited a few of the 
classrooms and witnessed the rehearsal for Gita 
Govindam, one of the dance dramas being revived 
by Kalakshetra.

1.14 Rehearsals for the revival of 
dance dramas being revived by Kalak-
shetra
During the month of November 2012, rehearsals 
for the 60th Annual Arts Festival progressed in full 
swing. Two dance dramas Kalidasa’s Abijnana 
Sakuntalam and Jayadeva’s Gita Govindam were 
being revived for the festival. Both these dance 
dramas were choreographed by Smt Rukmini Devi 
in 1959 and 1967 respectively. �e revivals for the 
dance dramas having been taking place with the 
guidance and mentorship of 
Prof. A. Janardhanan, renowned dance guru, and 

former Principal, Kalakshetra.
In addition to Gita Govindam and Abijnana Sakuntal-
am, the programme for the festival included Karna 
Sapatham another dance drama by the Kalakshetra 
repertory.

1.15 Poetry reading at Kalakshetra
As a part of its e�orts to encourage the reading 
of poetry by its students, Kalakshetra, in 
collaboration with Prakriti Foundation, 
organised poetry reading by several eminent 
poets on its campus.

Over this period, Kalakshetra also played host 
to a range of activities which provided 
a valuable exposure to various art forms to 
students, scholars and art lovers. �ese includ-
ed Hindustani music recitals; a �lm festival 
dedicated to women’s issues; and lectures on 
various aspects of learning and social awareness 
by eminent scholars and social leaders includ-
ing, Smt Aruna Roy who delivered the 2nd 
Sankara Menon Memorial Lecture on the 
topic ‘When All World’s a Stage’ 
and Sri Narayan Desai.

Sri Narayan Desai delivering a lecture on 
Mahatma Gandhi and the Arts at Kalakshetra

Sri Pramod Kumar Jain, Joint Secretary, MoC, 
and Sri Karunaker Menon, Director i/c, Kalakshetra 
Foundation, witnessing a class in progress

Rehearsal of Abijnana Sakuntalam in progress 
at Kalakshetra

A rehearsal of Gita Govinadam in progress under the guidance of Prof. A. Janardhanan
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2. Festivals, Performances and Events
2.3 Gharana Festival
Gharana, a festival of Hindustani music festival in 
collaboration with Prakriti foundation, was held over 
three days in June 2012.  �e festival, currently in its 
3rd year is focussed on bringing Hindustani musicians 
to Chennai and increasing the patronage of Hindusta-
ni music amongst the Chennai audience. �ree 
eminent artistes performed - Jayatheerth Mevundi, Pt. 
Vinayak Torvi and Pt. Kaivalya Kumar.

2.4 Kathakali Festival
�e annual Kathakali festival, Bhava Bhavanam, held 
from 11th to 15th of September 2012, was inaugurat-

D. Sesha Chary & D. Raghava Chary Hyderabad 
Brothers (Carnatic Vocal) and Nadayogi V. V. Subra-
maniam & V. V. S. Murari (Violin Duet).

Hon’ble Vice President of India Sri H M Ansari 
inaugurating the 60th Annual Arts Festival at 
Kalakshetra

2.2  Kabir Festival
A two-day festival on the music of the saint poet 
Kabir Das was conducted on 9th and 10th of April 
2012. Kabir, revered by Muslims, Hindus, and Sikhs, 
stands as a unique, saintly, yet very human bridge 
between the great traditions that live in India. Folk 
artists from Rajasthan, Gujarat & Bengal explored 
how this 15th century North Indian mystic poet 
intersects with our contemporary worlds with ideas 
of cultural identity, secularism, religion, death, imper-
manence, folk and oral knowledge systems. Eminent 
artistes Hemant Chauhan, Mukhtyar Ali, Parvathy 
Baul and  Prahlad Tipania  were chosen in consulta-
tion with the Auroville Sacred music festival organisers 
in Pondicherry.  

Kalakshetra places a great deal of emphasis 
on its festivals and performances. Over the 
period April 2012 to March 2013, Kalak-
shetra has played host to several events of 
note

2.1  60th Annual Arts Festival
Over December 21 to 31, 2012, Kalakshetra 
Foundation hosted its 60th Annual Arts 
Festival. �e festival included a grand 
mélange of dance dramas, Bharatanatyam, 
Carnatic music, Kathak and Hindustani 
music including top names from all over. 
�e salient feature of this edition of the 
Annual Arts Festival was the revival of two 
of Smt Rukmini Devi’s dance dramas, 
Jayadeva’s Gita Govindam and Kalidasa’s 
Abijnana Sakuntalam. �e festival was 
inaugurated on Friday, December 21, 2012, 
by the Honourable Vice President of India, 
Sri M. H. Ansari. �e inauguration was 
presided over by the Honourable Governor 
of Tamil Nadu, Dr K. Rosaiah.
performing career. A stream of questions 
from the students and sta� ranging from 
aspects of abhinaya to interpretation of lyrics 
resulted in a valuable session for all.
�e festival once again featured iconic 
performers from around the country such as 
Alarmel Valli (Bharatanatyam), Kalapini 
Komkali and Malini Rajurkar (Hindustani 
Vocal), Sudha Raghunathan, 
T. V. Sankaranarayanan and Kalaratna 

ed by Dr Karan Singh, President, Indian 
Council for Cultural relations (ICCR).  �e 
festival presented the entire narrative of the 
celebrated Nala Charitam over �ve days and 
was supplemented with lectures to enhance 
people’s understanding. �e festival featured 
several leading Kathakali performers and 
veteran artistes like Padmashri Kalamandalam 
Gopi, Kottakal Chadrashekara Warrier, 
Kalamandalam Balasubramanain, and includ-
ed lectures by MPS Namboodri, Narayan 
Namboodri , MV Narayanan  and Sadanam 
Harikumar.
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2.5   Remembering Rukmini 
Devi Festival
Over February 20-25, 2013, Kalakshetra 
Foundation hosted its annual Remembering 
Rukmini Devi festival at Rukmini Arangam 
on its premises. �e festival featured 
Bharatanatyam, Odissi, Kathakali and 
Vilasini Natyam including some of the most 
respected artistes of our time. Remembering 
Rukmini Devi is held every year in memory 
of Smt. Rukmini Devi whose birth anniver-
sary falls on February 29. 
One of the key aspects of this edition of the 
festival was the revival of Meenakshi Vijay-
am, a choreography of Smt Rukmini Devi 
from 1977. �e production which chroni-
cles the classic tale of the valorous Meenak-
shi of Madurai and the wedding with Lord 
Shiva was last staged in 1992. An 
unmatched visual spectacle, Meenakshi 
Vijayam also incorporates kalari elements 
seamlessly into the audio-visual o�ering as it 
moves e�ortlessly between scenes that 
encompasses love, poignancy, humour, 
grandeur and battle�eld heroics. It was 
staged on Wednesday, February 20, 2013, 
the opening day of the festival.
�e programme for the six-day festival 
included an Odissi recital by Sujata Mohap-
atra (February 21), a Bharatanatyam recital 
by the Kalakshetra repertory (on February 
22), a Kathakali presentation of Poothana 
Moksham by Kalamandalam Rajasekharan 
(on February 23), a Bharatanatyam recital 
by Vyjayanathimala Bali (on February 24) 

and a Vilasini Natyam recital by Swapnasundari 
(on February 25).

2.6   Leichal, Kalakshetra’s festival of 
the North East
Over March 4,5 and 6, 2013, Kalakshetra  Founda-
tion oranised Leichal, a three-day feast of dance , 
music and performing arts form the North East, at 
Narada Gana Sabha. 
�e festival  featured Sattriya and other assamese 
folk dance forms, presented by Nartan Kala Niket-
an from Guwahati; dances, drums and martial arts 
from Manipur, presented by Manipuri Jagoi Marup 
from Imphal; and Li- folk singing from Nagaland, 
presented by the Tetseo Sisters from Kohima. 
Leichal was inaugarated by Kum. Sachu, Member 
Secretary – Tamil Nadu Iyal Isai Nataka Mandram. 
         

2.7   Rabindra Sangeet by Begum I�at 
Ara Dewan
On March 7, 2013, Kalakshetra Foundation, in 
collaboration with Indian Council of Cultural 
Relations (ICCR), organised an evening of 
Rabindra Sangeet rendered by Begum I�at Ara 
Dewan, Bangladesh’s foremost exponent of the art 
form, at Rukmini Arangam Campus. A widely 
clebrated performer, her presentation held the 
audience spellbound. �e event was presided over 
by the the Prince of Arcot, Nawab Mohammed 
Abdul Ali, himself a connoiseur of the arts. 

2.8   Svanubhava
Svanubhava, a three-day festival of music, dance 
and performing arts gave students an opportunity 
to interact with artistes as they explained the 

nuances of their art forms. Kumari Selja, the then 
Hon’ble Minister of Housing and Urban Poverty 
Alleviation and Culture, visited the campus during 
Svanubhava and witnessed the proceedings before 
addressing the students and art lovers who had gath-
ered on the occasion.

2.9  Kalakshetra Repertory 
Performances 
�e Kalakshetra Repertory has been active round the 
year performing at various festivals and events around 
the world, apart from those at its home festivals. Some 
noteworthy performances of the year include

-
phy by Smt Rukmini Devi, at Music Academy as part 

of the predtigious Madras Music Academy 
Dance Festival and was well-received by the 
public. 

Dancers Festival at the India International 
Centre

Pradanam & Mahapattabhishekam at �e 
Esplanade �eatre, Singapore.

-
ious sabhas in Chennai including Krishna 
Gana Sabha, Hamsa dhwani and Shan-
mukhananda Sabha.

Performance of Sattriya by the dancers of Nartan Kala Niketan at the Leichal Festival
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the annual celebrations of RASA, an organi-
sation for theatre arts and special needs run 
by Dr. Ambika Kameshwar. �e perfor-
mance struck a chord among the audience 
which comprised children with special needs 
as well as their parents.

the delegates of the World Shippng Forum 
in Chennai

Corporation of India (FCI).
Apart from these, the Repertory also 
performed at various events and venues such 
as At Stella Maris College for the Immigra-
tion Bureau, at the IIT Madras, at Swami 
Dayananda College for the Swami Dayanan-
da Educational Trust and many more.

2.10 �yagaraja Aradhana cele-
brations at Kalakshetra 
�yagaraja Aradhana, the birth anniversary 
of Shri �yagaraja, the greatest among 
Carnatic composers, was celebrated with 
customary grandeur at Kalakshetra on 
January 31, 2013. It commenced with a 
musical procession to Shri Marundeeswarar 
Temple and back, a tradition harking back 
to the days of Smt. Rukmini Devi. �e 
auspicious event concluded with a rendering 
of Pancha Ratna Krithis and aradhana at 
Rukmini Arangam, Kalakshetra Foundation, 
followed by a traditional lunch at the dining 
hall. 

2.11 Performance by Ustad Shafqat 
Ali Khan at Kalakshetra
On September 5, 2012, Kalakshetra hosted a vocal 
music concert by Ustad Shafqat Ali Khan of Paki-
stan. �e concert was presented by the Amir 
Khusro Sangeet Academy in association with 
Kalakshetra Foundation and showcased unique 
aspects of the Sham Chaurasi gharana. Ustad 
Shafqat Ali Khan’s music synthesised Hindustani 
classical music with the musical tradition of East 
Punjab.

Ustad Shafqat Ali Khan showcasing the Sham Chaurasi gharana at Kalakshetra

Kalakshetra continues to be active with Research and 
Documentation and is proceeding with digitalisation 
from various audio, video, photographic and textual 
sources. In this period, over 95 hours of audio resou
rces, 95 hours of video content and 7,000 photographs 
were digitalised. �e cataloguing of Smt Rukmini 
Devi’s collections which span various categories of 
artefacts and textiles is also being undertaken by 
Kalakshetra. Over 800 items were catalogued in 
this period.

3.1  Workshop on Varnams
A workshop on varnams, one of the compositional 
pillars of Carnatic music, and their e�ective rendering 
was anchored by noted guru and vocalist Sangita 
Kalanidhi Dr R. Vedavalli and Sri D. Sesha Chary, 
noted vocalist and one of the Hyderabad Brothers duo. 
Additionally, Sri Sesha Chary worked with the senior 
faculty at Kalakshetra to expand its repertoire by 

teaching two rare compositions which were 
subsequently set to dance. 

3.2  Workshop by Pandanallur 
Swaminathan Pillai 
One of the highlights was the teaching session 
organised for senior faculty to learn from 
noted nattuvanar, Pandanallur Sri Swaminatha 
Pillai, who hails from a long line of illustrious 
gurus who trace their lineage back to the 
Tanjore Quartette. �is week-long session was 
instrumental in expanding the repertoire of 
Kalakshetra with rare, traditional composi-
tions.
 

3. Research 
and Documentation 

3.3 Lecture by Sri V. Sriram
On March 26, 2013, noted scholar and 
historian, Sri V, Sriram, delivered a lecture on 
the signi�cane of the Kapaleeswarar Temple in 
Mylapore, Chennai, as well as the Panguni 
Uththiram festival, which is believed to mark 
the marriage of Parvati to Lord Shiva. �e 
same evening, the students of Kalakshetra, 
accompanied by Sri. V. Sriram, were taken to 
witness the Panguni Uththiram festivities at 
the Kapaleeswarar Temple. �e festival has 
added signi�cance to the institute as one of the 
early gurus of Kalaksetra, Mylapore Gowri 
Ammal, was the last devadasi of this temple 
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rces, 95 hours of video content and 7,000 photographs 
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Kalakshetra. Over 800 items were catalogued in 
this period.
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Kalanidhi Dr R. Vedavalli and Sri D. Sesha Chary, 
noted vocalist and one of the Hyderabad Brothers duo. 
Additionally, Sri Sesha Chary worked with the senior 
faculty at Kalakshetra to expand its repertoire by 

teaching two rare compositions which were 
subsequently set to dance. 

3.2  Workshop by Pandanallur 
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noted nattuvanar, Pandanallur Sri Swaminatha 
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3. Research 
and Documentation 

3.3 Lecture by Sri V. Sriram
On March 26, 2013, noted scholar and 
historian, Sri V, Sriram, delivered a lecture on 
the signi�cane of the Kapaleeswarar Temple in 
Mylapore, Chennai, as well as the Panguni 
Uththiram festival, which is believed to mark 
the marriage of Parvati to Lord Shiva. �e 
same evening, the students of Kalakshetra, 
accompanied by Sri. V. Sriram, were taken to 
witness the Panguni Uththiram festivities at 
the Kapaleeswarar Temple. �e festival has 
added signi�cance to the institute as one of the 
early gurus of Kalaksetra, Mylapore Gowri 
Ammal, was the last devadasi of this temple 
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and her ritualistic performances during the 
festival is a part of the artistic history of this 
celebrated temple. 
 Apart from this, regular sessions 
organised for the students on Abhinaya by 
Smt Bragha Bassel, on temple architecture 

by Ms. Chitra Madhavan and on tamil literature by 
Prof Raghuraman, besides the various �eld trips 
across the year, are initiatives of the Research 
department. �ere is also ongoing documentation 
work pertaining to dance dramas such as creating 
and recording English subtitles for the dramas.

Special workshop in session of 
Pandanallur Sri Swaminatha Pillai

Workshop in progress with 
Pandanallur Shri Swaminathan Pillai

Handicrafts and handlooms have been an integral part 
of the ethos and educational spirit of Kalakshetra. �e 
Craft Education and Research Centre (CERC), which 
has been guardian to the traditions of weaving, Kalam-
kari printing and hand-block painting, with emphasis 
on preservation and revival of dying arts and lost 
traditions, stands testimony to the Foundation’s 
holistic vision and commitment to the arts and crafts 
of India. 
 �e Craft Education and Research Centre 
(CERC) was set up as a part of Kalakshetra Founda-
tion with the establishment of the Weaving Centre in 
1937, just a year after Kalakshetra itself was founded, 
as part of its crusade in reviving the traditional arts and 
crafts of India. �e Centre broadly has two sections 
under it: the weaving section and the Kalamkari 
section. Both sections have been involved in producing 
a range of products, including traditional sarees of 
various weaving traditions of South India, home 
furnishings and traditional wear decorated with hand 
painting or block painting work etc.  
 �e CERC Unit has functioned well with full 
production in weaving printing and painting in 
vegetable dyes working on saris, dupattas, salwar kurta, 
yardage, lungis, scarves, shawls, bedspreads 
and handkerchiefs. 
 �e unit have been mainly working with 
vegetable dyes and with brilliant results on chanderis, 
kotas, maheshwari saris as well as dupattas and salwar 
suit pieces in chanderis and maheshwaris. National 
awardee Mr. Dakshinamurthy’s expertise has been 

extremely valuable in the Unit’s work. Hand-
loom saris have also been part of 
the collection.
 Silk saris are woven in accordance with 
the designs from the Rukmini Devi Collection 
which need to be preserved for reference. 
Cotton weaving is done in the tradition of 
Kalakshetra, although a few contemporary 
touches have been added to meet the demands 
of the changing market.
Apart from selling the CERC products in its 
showroom, CERC unit installed a stall during 
the  events/festivals of Kalakshetra, displaying 
CERC products.  �is year’s total sales �gures 
amounts to Rs 12,39,341.00 of handloom 
materials and Rs. 10,92,906.00 of Kalamkari 
product.
 Kalakshetra Foundation with technical 
assistance from the Weavers Service Centre 
had taken on a project for revival of the 
languished Kodalli Karuppur saree – a salient 
part of the rich weaving tradition of Tamil 
Nadu which also includes Kanchipuram 
Sarees, Chettinadu Sarees and Kandangi 
sarees. Using the full layout of the original 
Karuppur Sari produced by the WSC, a single  
loom was set up, preparing the yarn and 
aligning them with the reed and the heddle..

4. Promotion  of Traditional Crafts through 
the Craft Eductaion and Research Centre (CERC)

 



15 1514

and her ritualistic performances during the 
festival is a part of the artistic history of this 
celebrated temple. 
 Apart from this, regular sessions 
organised for the students on Abhinaya by 
Smt Bragha Bassel, on temple architecture 

by Ms. Chitra Madhavan and on tamil literature by 
Prof Raghuraman, besides the various �eld trips 
across the year, are initiatives of the Research 
department. �ere is also ongoing documentation 
work pertaining to dance dramas such as creating 
and recording English subtitles for the dramas.

Special workshop in session of 
Pandanallur Sri Swaminatha Pillai

Workshop in progress with 
Pandanallur Shri Swaminathan Pillai

Handicrafts and handlooms have been an integral part 
of the ethos and educational spirit of Kalakshetra. �e 
Craft Education and Research Centre (CERC), which 
has been guardian to the traditions of weaving, Kalam-
kari printing and hand-block painting, with emphasis 
on preservation and revival of dying arts and lost 
traditions, stands testimony to the Foundation’s 
holistic vision and commitment to the arts and crafts 
of India. 
 �e Craft Education and Research Centre 
(CERC) was set up as a part of Kalakshetra Founda-
tion with the establishment of the Weaving Centre in 
1937, just a year after Kalakshetra itself was founded, 
as part of its crusade in reviving the traditional arts and 
crafts of India. �e Centre broadly has two sections 
under it: the weaving section and the Kalamkari 
section. Both sections have been involved in producing 
a range of products, including traditional sarees of 
various weaving traditions of South India, home 
furnishings and traditional wear decorated with hand 
painting or block painting work etc.  
 �e CERC Unit has functioned well with full 
production in weaving printing and painting in 
vegetable dyes working on saris, dupattas, salwar kurta, 
yardage, lungis, scarves, shawls, bedspreads 
and handkerchiefs. 
 �e unit have been mainly working with 
vegetable dyes and with brilliant results on chanderis, 
kotas, maheshwari saris as well as dupattas and salwar 
suit pieces in chanderis and maheshwaris. National 
awardee Mr. Dakshinamurthy’s expertise has been 

extremely valuable in the Unit’s work. Hand-
loom saris have also been part of 
the collection.
 Silk saris are woven in accordance with 
the designs from the Rukmini Devi Collection 
which need to be preserved for reference. 
Cotton weaving is done in the tradition of 
Kalakshetra, although a few contemporary 
touches have been added to meet the demands 
of the changing market.
Apart from selling the CERC products in its 
showroom, CERC unit installed a stall during 
the  events/festivals of Kalakshetra, displaying 
CERC products.  �is year’s total sales �gures 
amounts to Rs 12,39,341.00 of handloom 
materials and Rs. 10,92,906.00 of Kalamkari 
product.
 Kalakshetra Foundation with technical 
assistance from the Weavers Service Centre 
had taken on a project for revival of the 
languished Kodalli Karuppur saree – a salient 
part of the rich weaving tradition of Tamil 
Nadu which also includes Kanchipuram 
Sarees, Chettinadu Sarees and Kandangi 
sarees. Using the full layout of the original 
Karuppur Sari produced by the WSC, a single  
loom was set up, preparing the yarn and 
aligning them with the reed and the heddle..

4. Promotion  of Traditional Crafts through 
the Craft Eductaion and Research Centre (CERC)

 



16 1716

Kalakshetra is charged with the running of 
two high schools, Besant Arundale Senior 
Secondary School and Besant �eosophical 
Higher Secondary School. �e students of 
both schools function in the same atmos-
phere of holistic learning, and environmen-
tal and social awareness as the rest of the 
institution.

5.1  Besant Arundale Senior 
Secondary School 
Besant Arundale Senior Secondary School is 
an English medium school started in 1973 
and is a�liated to the CBSE. It has Montes-
sori system for 2 ½ to 5 ½ years old children 
and CBSE system for classes I-XII. It func-
tions based on the philosophy of education 
without fears and tears. It aims at providing 
holistic educaton in a rich cultual context, 
striking a �ne balance between traditional 
and modern methods. �e school o�ers Fine 
Arts at the Senior Secondary level as a main 
subject. 
 �e New Academic Session began in 
April 2012 with workshops for teaching sta� 
on “Child Sexual Abuse” and “Learning 
Disability in Children” and motivational 
techniques. Further workshops and career 
guidance sessions were conducted for 
students of class IX and XII. A Dental 
Camp and an Eye screening camp were 
conducted by the doctors of Vasan Dental 
Care and Vasan Eye Care.
 BASS has engaged its students in 

awareness of the environment, such as maintaining 
the campus as a plastic free zone as well as engaging 
the students in a ‘clean the beach’ drive. BASS was 
the proud recipient of the National School Sanita-
tion Award-2012, awarded in the presence of 
Hon’ble Minister of HRD Shri Pallam Raju.
 �e school has exposed the children to 
various activities ranging from sports, reading 
activities, scout camps to arts, computer education 
as well as academic olympiads.

5.2  Besant �eosophical Higher 
Secondary School
Besant �eosophical Higher Secondary School 
began the academic year with a strength of 883 
students, including 470 boys and 413 girls. Contin-
uous Comprehensive Education was introduced 
this academic year as per directions from the Tamil 
Nadu Government. Apart from regular school 
activities, greater interest was evinced by the 
students in extra curricular activities of all nature. 
Continuous e�orts are invested to improve the level 
of teaching thorugh various workshops. 

Conclusion
We trust that our activities in the previous year 
demonstrate Kalakshetra’s sincere e�orts towards its 
commitment to promoting India’s ancient culture. 
Kalakshetra looks forward to continue its service to 
further preserve and promote the arts of our coun-
try, while continuing to uphold the ethos estab-
lished by our founder. 

 

5. �e Schools Managed by Kalakshetra Foundation

Kalakshetra Foundation
Financial Statement
(Non-Profit Organisation)
For the year 2012-13
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